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Mission Statement            
To provide materials 
recycling and recovery 
services to the citizens of 
Manitowoc County and to 
keep the public informed 
about recycling issues. 
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 COMPOST CLEANLINESS 
Our community compost site needs your help to keep 
compost clean. While many people are mindful of what 
they drop off at our site, and observe our guidelines, there 
are people who choose to ignore them. The complete 
guidelines are listed on our website, on our main flyer, and 
on signs at the entrance to both the Basswood and 
Woodland Compost Sites.  
 
After randomly inspecting many loads, we have identified 
ways you can improve compost cleanliness:  
 
§ Follow our posted guidelines. If you have a questionable 
material that is not mentioned in our guidelines, then 
contact our main office for guidance. Some common 
violations include: ashes, logs, topsoil, sod, rocks, and 
concrete. 
§ Inspect your loads for non-acceptable materials. Often 
times these items are off loaded with brush, leaves, or 
grass clippings. Remove any plastic bottles, bags, pots, 
tags, trays, landscape fabric, gloves, chainsaws. 
§ Take your trash home with you. We do not accept any 
garbage at our sites. Even if it is just one bag. 
§ When the curbside leaf/brush collection starts, make 
sure materials you put out are free of trash, because it 
ends up at our compost site. Make sure your truck or 
trailer bed is clean before loading yard materials in it. 
§ Hone in on the small stuff. All those snivels of plastic 
add up.   
§ Do not create piles of stuff you think others will 
scavenge. This is not an exchange site, we do not want 
potted plants lined up along our fence, or large firewood 
piles in the middle of the site. 
§ DO not mix brush in with the leaves, grass and garden 
debris. It should go in the BRUSH pile. Branches clog 
the screener when we sift finished compost.  
§ DO not mix leaves, grass and garden debris in with the 
brush pile. Yes, we realize there are leaves on the 
branches, the point is to minimize the material that gets 
chipped since it is a large expense. 

 
Your efforts help us run more efficiently. Keeping compost 
clean saves staff time, disposal fees, hauling expenses, 
screening and grinding costs, and helps create better end 
products for your gardens and landscape projects.  
 

https://manitowoccountywi.gov/departments/recycling-center/

